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spirit of the white-clapboard cottage it 
would be replacing, as well as that of a 

recycled dairy barn, also by Graves (see 
Architectural Digest, May 1994), in con- 
tinued use as a weekend retreat by other 
members of the family. And given that 
the house they intended to build would 
be large, the couple's request that it appear 
as a "cottage" might have confounded ar- 
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chitects with less talent than Graves and 
his project architect, Robert J. Miller. 
When he and Graves first sat down with 
their clients, Miller recalls, "Michael asked 
them to define a cottage. They were sur- 
prised by and interested in the question." 
They told their architects that they didn't 
want a big, showy house, and they did want 
something modern. They then asked if 

The heart of the first floor is the living room, 
which Graves and project architect RobertJ. Mil- 
ler left open to the porch, where a (lining area 
was placed. On the partition wall, right, hangs a 
Rena Bass print. Below it is an X bench 
in cerused oak, from Maison Gerard. The Hans 
Wegner dining chairs are from Dennis Miller. 
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