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"I walked into this apartment on my second date with my husband," 
recalls Claiborne Swanson Frank of the first time she laid eyes on 
James Frank's Manhattan home. "He had bought it about a month 
before, and it was totally empty, nota thing in it. And I said, 'You really 
need a girlfriend or a wife.'" 

Ten months later, after a whirlwind courtship, the couple were 
engaged and Claiborne moved in- to a construction zone. "One 
bathroom was done, and they had started work on the kitchen," she 
remembers. "But the rest of the apartment was plastic-ed off-we 
couldn't go in the kitchen, living room, or dining room. We lived 
through a cold New York winter in just one bedroom, which could 
really make or break a relationship. But it's how I knew I was marry­
ing the right guy." 

That guy not only gave her carte blanche to dowhat she wanted with 
the 1,300-square-foot, two-bedroom apartment, but he also offered 
up an excellent resource to aid in the process: his mother. Cynthia 
Frank- a design-world insider and ELLE DECOR's contributing editor 
at large-became both a fast friend and a decorating mentor to her 
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